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Abstract: Despite the abscence of the epigraphically or literary 

evidence concerning the involvement of Odessos in the events from the 

middle of the IIIrd century BC, by far the greatest number of posthumous 

Lysimachus type staters from the Western Black Sea Greek cities, before 

the appearance of the trident series in Byzantion, belongs to this city. 

There are 12 issues struck with nine obverse and 12 reverse dies, having 

or not spear on goddess shoulder, as happens also in Mesambria, Tomis, 

Byzantion. All these gold issues, involving four mint masters (KOI, 

KOIP, ΚΛΕΑΝ and probably ) seem to be struck in just few years, 

before the beginning of the third Syrian war until the battle of Andros. 

 

 

The absence of the epigraphically or literary evidence concerning 

the involvement of Odessos in the events from the middle of the third 

century BC – the Monopoly War (part of the Second Syrian war), the 

Laodicean war – represents the easiest way, a simple argument and a 

partial explanation of the idea of the non-belligerence of Odessos. More 

then this, recently was argued that the commerce and the peaceful 

situation around the city explains its flourishing economic appearance 
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around 250 BC
1
. Despite all this, Odessos offer the largest and the most 

representative series of Lysimachus type staters from the West Pontic 

cities. Moreover, the specific elements of the evolution of this currency 

from Odessos and the same type issues from Mesambria, Tomis, Istros or 

Byzantion suggest in fact a particular situation. A comprehensive 

catalogue of the Lysimachus type staters from Odessos represents the best 

possible starting point  

 

CATALOG 

 

O1.  Head of Alexander the Great, to right. 

R1.  BAΣΙΛΕΩΣ, to right; ΛΥΣΙΜΑΧ○Υ, to left; Athena seated left, on 

throne with globules, resting on shield, holding Nike; spear on 

shoulder; inner left field, ; in the exergue, KOI. 

1.    Stater; 8,44 g; 18 mm. 

  Département des Monnaies, Médailles et Antiques de la Bibliothèque    

  Nationale de France, Fonds général, no. 77; see also on BNF site and  

Gallica http://catalogue.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/cb41823963h 

  Müller, Lysimachus, 237. 

  AMNG 2119. 

2.   Stater 12 h; 8,45 g; 19 mm; Numismatic Department from the Library 

of the Romanian Academy, inv. AV. A. 161 (1769). 

Müller, Lysimachus, 237. 

AMNG 2119. 

Oct. Iliescu, CreştCol, 8, 1963, p. 316, no. 229. 

Preda, Petac, 147. 

3.   Stater; 8,16 g; 19 mm 

      Münz Zentrum Albrecht+Hoffmann Gmbh 56 (6.11.1985), lot 134. 

Müller, Lysimachus, 237. 

AMNG 2119. 

 

O1. Head of Alexander the Great, to right. 

R2. BAΣΙΛΕΩΣ, to right; ΛΥΣΙΜΑΧ○Υ, to left; Athena seated left, 

resting on shield, holding Nike; no spear; inner left field, ; in the 

exergue, KOI. 

4.   Stater 8,45 g; 19 mm; CNG 72 (14.06.2006), lot 209. 

                                                 
1
 A. Minchev, ‘Odessos (6

th
 century BC to I

st
 century AD)’, D. V. Gramenos and E. K. 

Petropoulos, Ancient Greek colonies in the Black Sea, I (Thessaloniki, 2003), p. 226. 

http://catalogue.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/cb41823963h
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Müller, Lysimachus, 237. 

AMNG 2119. 

 

 O1. Head of Alexander the Great, to right. 

R3. BAΣΙΛΕΩΣ, to right; ΛΥΣΙΜΑΧ○Υ, to left; Athena seated left, 

resting on shield, holding Nike; no spear; inner left field, ; in the 

exergue, KOI. 

5.   Stater 8,32 g; 19 mm; British Museum, Department of Coins and 

Medals registration no. RPKp86A.7.Lys. 

6.   Stater; 8,53 g ; 21 mm; ANS 1944.100.81605. 

7.   Stater 11 h; 8,49 g ; 21 mm; Numismatic Department from the Library 

of the Romanian Academy, inv. AV. B. 1782 / 5870 (former 

collection of the National Bank of Romania). 

      Müller, Lysimachus, 237. 

      AMNG 2119. 

Preda, Petac, 146. 

  

 O2. Head of Alexander the Great, to right. 

R4. BAΣΙΛΕΩΣ, to right; ΛΥΣΙΜΑΧ○Υ, to left; Athena seated left, 

resting on shield, holding Nike; spear appearing over the helmet; inner 

left field, ; in the exergue, KOI. 

8.   Stater 12 h; 8,41 g; 19 mm; “Vasile Pârvan” Institute of Archaeology 

of the Romanian Academy, inv. 333 (799 / 1). 

9.   Stater 8,38 g; 20 mm; CNG 60 (22.05.2002), lot 446. 

      Müller, Lysimachus, 237. 

      AMNG 2119. 

      Vîlcu, Isvoranu, Nicolae, 63. 

 

O1. Head of Alexander the Great, to right. 

R5. BAΣΙΛΕΩΣ, to right; ΛΥΣΙΜΑΧ○Υ, to left; Athena seated left, 

resting on shield, holding Nike; spear ?; inner left field, H; in the 

exergue, KOI. 

10. Stater 12 h; 8,40 g; 20 mm; Numismatic Department from the Library 

of the  Romanian Academy, inv. AV. A. 162 (1978). 

      Müller, Lysimachus, 238. 

      AMNG 2120. 

      Preda, Petac, 148. 
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O3. Head of Alexander the Great, to right. 

R6. BAΣΙΛΕΩΣ, to right; ΛΥΣΙΜΑΧ○Υ, to left; Athena seated left, 

resting on shield, holding Nike; spear on shoulder; inner left field, 

H; in the exergue,  

      KOI. 

11. Stater 8,43 g; 19 mm; Numismatic Department from the Library of 

the Romanian Academy, Orghidan collection, no. 47. 

12. Stater 8,43 g; 19 mm; Auktionhaus H. D. Rauch 71 (28.04.2003), lot 

110. 

      Müller, Lysimachus, 238. 

      AMNG 2120. 

      Petac, Vasiliţă, 25. 

 

 O4. Head of Alexander the Great, to right. 

R7. BAΣΙΛΕΩΣ, to right; ΛΥΣΙΜΑΧ○Υ, to left; Athena seated left, 

resting on shield, holding Nike; spear appearing over the helmet; inner 

left field, H; in the exergue, KOIP. 

13. Stater 8,46 g; 19 mm; Heritage Auction Ltd 397 (09.01.2006), lot 

12015;   

      Auktionhaus H. D. Rauch 83 (14.11.2008), lot 49 (the same, but 8,45 g). 

14. Stater 8,38 g; 18 mm; Auktionhaus H. D. Rauch 71 (28.04.2003), lot 

111. 

Müller, Lysimachus, - . 

AMNG, - . 

Rogalski, Statères, - . 

Topalov, Odessos, - . 

 

O5. Head of Alexander the Great, to right. 

R8. BAΣΙΛΕΩΣ, to right; ΛΥΣΙΜΑΧ○Υ, to left; Athena seated left, 

resting on shield, holding Nike; spear on shoulder; inner left field, 

H; in the exergue, KΛΕΑΝ. 

15. Stater 8,37 g; 19 mm; ANS 1944.100.81607 

Müller, Lysimachus, 239 var. 

AMNG, 2133. 

 

O6. Head of Alexander the Great, to right. 
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R9. BAΣΙΛΕΩΣ, to right; ΛΥΣΙΜΑΧ○Υ, to left; Athena seated left, 

resting on shield, holding Nike; spear on shoulder; inner left field, 

H (different die); in the exergue, KΛΕΑΝ. 

16. Stater 19 mm (cast). 

Müller, Lysimachus, 239. 

AMNG, 2133 

Karayotov, Le monnayage, p. 168, monogram no. 2 and p. 171, fig. 45. 

O7.  Head of Alexander the Great, to right. 

R10. BAΣΙΛΕΩΣ, to right; ΛΥΣΙΜΑΧ○Υ, to left; Athena seated left, 

resting on shield, holding Nike; spear on shoulder; inner left field, ; 

in the exergue, . 

17.   Stater 8,43 g ; 18 mm ; Gorny & Mosch Giessener Münzhandlung, 

auction 196 (07.03.2011), lot 1330. 

18.   Stater 8,39 g; 19 mm; Département des Monnaies, Médailles et 

Antiques de la Bibliothèque Nationale de France, Fonds général, no. 

69; see also on BNF site and  Gallica http://catalogue.bnf.fr/ark:/ 

12148/cb41823930j 

AMNG 2132 var. (on tetradrachm) 

 

O8.  Head of Alexander the Great, to right. 

R11. BAΣΙΛΕΩΣ, to right; ΛΥΣΙΜΑΧ○Υ, to left; Athena seated left, 

resting on shield, holding Nike; spear on shoulder; inner left field, ; 

in the exergue, KOI. 

19.   Stater 8,41 g; 19 mm; ANS 1944.100.81606 (from consul Weber 

collection).   

AMNG 2121. 

 

 O9.  Head of Alexander the Great, to right. 

R12. BAΣΙΛΕΩΣ, to right; ΛΥΣΙΜΑΧ○Υ, to left; Athena seated left, 

resting on shield, holding Nike; spear on shoulder; inner left field, ; 

in the exergue, KOI. 

20.   Stater 8,76 g; 19 mm; Auktionhaus H. D. Rauch 83 (14.11.2008), lot 

48.  

21.   Stater 8,68 g; 18 mm; St. James Auction Ltd. 4 (08.05.2006), lot 19. 

22.   Stater 8,51 g; 19 mm; The National Institute of Archaeology and 

Museum from Sofia, 11194. 

23.   Stater 8,36 g; 18 mm; CNG 60 (22.05.2002), lot 447. 

http://catalogue.bnf.fr/ark:/%2012148/cb41823930j
http://catalogue.bnf.fr/ark:/%2012148/cb41823930j
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24.   Stater 7,12 g; 20 mm; Blackburn Museum
2
 (SNG VIII, Blackburn 

Museum, no. 360). 

   Müller, - . 

   AMNG, 2122. 

   Rogalski, Statères, 35-36. 

   Topalov, Odessos, 53. 

   Dotkova, Ruseva, Božkova, 158. 

 

The succession of the die-links between the 23 registered staters 

and the sequence of the primary or secondary monograms suggest a 

certain organisation of the mint in a short period of time. Considering that 

a specific combination of obverse and reverse dies defines a specific 

issue, we identified 12 issues, struck with nine obverse dies and 12 

reverse dies, reflecting a large scale minting of the gold coins. The steady 

beginning of this new series of a new type of gold issues (Lysimachus 

staters) is certified by the presence on their reverse of the same city name 

monogram ( ) as that present on several Alexander type tetradrachms 

(Price 1154, 1157-1158 A, contemporary with late Alexander type staters 

from Odessos) and also of the same name ΚOI in the exergue as on the 

late Alexander staters of the city (Price 1161). This first issue of 

Lysimachus staters from Odessos (nos. 1-3) has an intensively used 

obverse die (O1, nos. 1-7 and no. 10) and spear on goddess shoulder on 

the reverse (R1). It is obvious that the replacement of the old mint 

monogram  with the new one  during the monetary  belongs to 

the period of both gold and silver Alexander type issues, being earlier 

then the adoption of the Lysimachus type stater at Odessos. The presence 

of the same symbol, amphora, on Alexander type tetradrachms with 

mintmarks  (Price 1155) and  (Price 1154) but also on Alexander 

type staters of the monneyer KOI (Price 1161) – the same KOI present on 

the Lysimachus type staters of the city – suggest that the coins Müller 

237=AMNG 2119 (nos. 1-7, issues 1-3) are really the first from the new 

Lysimachus type series. All of them were struck with the same obverse 

die (O1) but using different reverse dies. Having this situation, we choose 

this arrangement between the first three issues on stylistic criteria. So, 

issue 1 (nos. 1-3) has a throne with three globules and a simple exergual 

                                                 
2
 Acquired from Sotheby (13.02.1923, lot 31). 
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line, signature of mintmaster KOI, goddess spear on shoulder and 

mintmark . 

 It was replaced by a second one (issue 2; no. 4), keeping the same 

obverse die (O1), but making pair with a different reverse die R2, having 

also the same KOI letters in the exergue, the same mintmark , the 

same throne with globules, but no spear on goddess shoulder and a double 

exergual line. It is quite clear a transitional issue, from R1 to R3, the 

reverse die being probably realized by the same engraver. 

This die-combination was followed by another one (issue 3, nos. 

5-7), using at its turn the same obverse die O1 but a new reverse, R3, 

coming from the previous one. It maintains the same characteristics – 

, KOI, no spear – but the throne is different, having no globules but a 

solid field, much closer to the model of the throne with spiral from 

Byzantion. 

We cannot ignore the intensive use of the O1 obverse die (nos. 1-7 

and also no. 10), making pair with four reverses. It seems to reflect an 

extensive minting activity, the coins being struck in a specific moment for 

a massive payment, probably a war payment. More then this, the same 

obverse O1 was still active in a next moment, when the city monogram 

 was changed into H (no. 10), so making pair with the fourth 

reverse die. 

In the same order, reflecting a massive need of gold coins, the city 

struck a fourth issue (nos. 8-9) maintaining the essential elements of the 

previous issues – city monogram , monneyer KOI, goddess spear but 

appearing over her helmet, solid throne field – but showing a different 

obverse die (O2). So, this fourth issue presents a new combination of dies 

(O2-R4). The most spectacular feature is that apparently two different 

combinations of dies were used in the same time – issue 3 (nos. 5-7; O1-

R3) and issue 4 (nos. 8-9; O2-R4), probably for the same reason of the 

need of a massive payment in gold. They have two different obverses (O1 

and O2), very close in style and details and realized probably by the same 

engraver, using also two different reverse dies (R3 and R4) with the same 

city monogram ( ) and monneyer (KOI), but first of them without 

goddess spear on the reverse and the second one showing the spear 

appearing over the helmet. We can say that all staters from no.1 to no. 9 

maybe even no. 10 were struck almost in the same time and in the same 

context. Observing also that the obverse die O1 was used again in the 

issue 5 (no. 10), with a new city monogram ( H), we suppose that in fact 
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in a specific moment involving the issues 4 and 5 the mint of the city was 

extended for a short period into two officinae. It is quite clear that the 

second one (issue 4, O2-R4), having a new obverse die O2, was introduce 

not because of the physical destruction of O1 die, used again for a short 

time later, in the fifth issue (no. 10; O1-R5), but because the increasing 

and urgent need of gold money. 

As we said, the fifth issue (no. 10) uses again, for the last time, the 

O1 obverse die, but introducing a new mint monogram ( H). It is again a 

transitional issue to the issue 6, caused by the possible physical 

destruction of the obverse die. Coin no. 10 presents both on obverse and 

reverse a lot of details reflecting – especially on obverse (down left and 

upper right) – a serious warm. 

The next obverse die, O3, specific for the sixth issue (nos. 11-12; 

O3-R6), is the clear successor of the two previous simultaneously use 

obverse dies O1 and O2, the engraver being possible the same author of 

the O1 and O2 dies. There are a lot of details speaking about a basic die 

represented by O1 and some details – as the final part of the diadem – 

from O2. On the reverse of issue 6 (R5) we saw the same KOI gold 

monneyer in the exergue, a double exergual line, solid throne field 

decorated with a spiral and spear on goddess shoulder. The city 

monogram is again H, as for the previous issue. 

A significant change appears in the next issue, the seventh (nos. 

13-14; O4-R7). We have a new obverse die (O4), absolutely different from 

the previous, reflecting maybe the possible activity of a new engraver 

and/or the influence of Byzantion style. Moreover, we saw on the reverse 

the same mintmark H, spear appearing over the goddess helmet and 

after a long period, a new gold monneyer, KOIP. This die-combination 

(O4-R7) reflects a new phenomenon: a possible replacements of the 

monneyers from silver to gold issues as long as we saw probably the same 

KOI / P on the reverse of an Alexander type tetradrachm from Odessos 

(Price 1163) having mintmark 
3
, so maybe contemporary with the 

Alexander type staters of the city, suggesting that KOI and KOIP were 

two different persons, despite the fact that we have from Odessos similar 

situations on tetradrachms with monograms KΛE and KΛEAN (Price 

                                                 
3
 C. A. Marinescu, Catharine Lorber, “The “Black Sea” tetradrachm hoard”, E. Paunov, 

S. Filipova, Herakleous Soteros Thasion: Studia in honorem Iliae Prokopov sexagenario 

ab amicis et discipolis dedicate (Veliko Turnovo, 2012), p. 211, nos. 254-266. 
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1172 and 1173), also staters with KΛEAN
4
 and tetradrachms signed by 

ΛΑΚ and ΛΑΚΩ (Price 1192 and 1193). It seems to be a particular 

situation for a specific moment as long as the issues 8 and 9 (O5-R8, no. 

15 and O6-R9, no. 16) changed again the die combination for both obverse 

and reverse but also the monneyer – now KΛEAN – maintaining the 

mintmark H. The previous monneyer KOI disappeared for the moment 

(issues 7-10) from the gold coins; he appears on the reverse of some 

odessitan tetradrachms (Price 1168) having a new mintmark ( , with 

circle not globule inside Δ) until now unknown on staters (?). It is hard to 

say exactly what is really happened; we can see that as we have only 

Lysimachus type staters with the mintmark H but not a single 

tetradrachm, we have only tetradrachms with the mintmark  and no 

staters. Absolutely certain is that on the last part of the use of H 

mintmark, KOI disappeared in favor of KOIP and KΛEAN, monneyer 

KOI signing probably a little later the tetradrachms with the mintmark  

(Price 1164, 1165, 1166, 1168), until now not present on gold.  Interesting 

is that we have also tetradrachms with the same mintmark  (with circle 

inside Δ) but signed by KΛEAN (Price 1173). So, it seems that new gold 

mintmasters (KOIP and KΛEAN) were in charge in the last part of H 

mintmark, KOI becoming silver mintmaster of the next tetradrachm 

sequence, with the mintmark , for which until now we have no 

corresponding gold. We have two very interesting staters (issue 10, nos. 

17-18; O7-R10), with a very specific and unique obverse die and using a 

reverse die presenting a throne with spiral, spear probably over the 

goddess helmet, and also a new mintmark ( ) and a new mintmaster ( , 

probably the same from the Price 1160 tetradrachm, with mintmark ), 

reflecting in fact the same phenomenon (castling of mintmasters from 

silver to gold and vice versa). Somewhere at the end of the  mintmark 

period, KΛEAN came back as silver mintmaster, signing tetradrachms 

type Price 1172 (KΛE) and Price 1173 (KΛEAN), apparently being the 

last one who signs on tetradrachms belonging to the  series. As a 

consequence, we assist to a new castling, KOI becoming again gold 

mintmaster, signing the next and last two gold issues – issue 11 (O8-R11; 

no. 19) and issue 12 (O9-R12; nos. 20-24), both of them having new and a 

little different mintmarks (   and ), spear on goddess shoulder and 

                                                 
4
 A. Rogalski, ‘Statères en or d’Odessos et de Mesembria’, Numismatica 12, 4 (1979), p. 

37 (in Bulgarian). 
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different obverses – while the corresponding tetradrachms (Price 1159 

and 1160) with the same mintmark  were signed by mintmaster  or  

(less probable , as Prokesch-Osten said
5
), the possible successor of 

KΛEAN (now for good and all disappeared) and the same with . It 

became obvious that we have a very important person, signing KOI, 

whose activity starts as a silver mintmaster of Alexander type 

tetradrachms Price 1162, contemporary with the Alexander type staters of 

the city, becoming soon after gold mintmaster at the end of the Alexander 

type staters of the city (Price 1161) and continuing in the same position 

on Lysimachus type staters for the issues 1-6 (nos. 1-12) and also 11-12 

(nos. 19-24), with a short but relevant break when he was again silver 

mintmaster of the Alexander type tetradrachm Price 1164, 1165, 1166, 

1168, during the Lysimachus type gold issues 7-10 (nos. 13-18). We 

notice also three other significant mintmasters: KOIP – signing one of the 

Alexander type tetradrachms with mintmark  (Price 1163) and 

becoming later, for a short time, gold mintmaster of the Lysimachus type 

issue 7 (nos. 13-14); KΛEAN, appearing from nowhere, starting as gold 

mintmaster of Lysimachus type staters from the late H series – issues 8-

9, nos 15-16 – and continuing as silver mintmaster of the “new series” 

Alexander type tetradrachms Price 1172-1173 (with mintmark ) and , 

beginning maybe as silver mintmaster on Alexander type tetradrachms 

from the “early series” (Price 1150), contemporary with the Alexander 

staters of the city, continuing as Lysimachus type gold moneyer for issue 

10 (nos. 17-18), with mintmark  and signing again on silver issues Price 

1159, 1160 with mintmark . 

In fact, it is obvious that all these issues were struck in the same 

context, in a short period, as the almost continuous die-links prove. We 

suppose that they must have a direct connection with the preparation and 

the beginning of the third Syrian war, speaking about an increased need of 

money for very consistent payments in gold
6
. 

                                                 
5
 Baron of Prokesch-Osten, ‘Suite des monnaies inédites d’or et d’argent d’Alexandre le 

Grand’, NZ 3 (1871), p. 68, no. 57. 
6
 E. Petac, ‘From the types of Alexander to Lysimachus: the chronology of some 

Mesembrian and other West Pontic staters’, AJN
2
 23 (2011), p. 13; E. Petac, A. Vîlcu, 

‘Syrian wars and the beginnings of the Lysimachus type staters at Tomis’, Istros 18 

(2012), pp. 51-63. 
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Unlike the situation from Byzantion
7
, Istros

8
, Tomis

9
, Tyras

10
, 

Lysimachea
11

 we have not a single Lysimachus type stater from Odessos 

with trident in the exergue, the same situation as for the Mesambrian 

staters
12

. As we said in several articles
13

, we suppose that the transition 

from Alexander the Great staters to Lysimachus one in the entire Western 

and Northern Black Sea region is due to the change of the geopolitical 

balance of power from a pro-Seleucid alliance during the Monopoly War 

to a Ptolemaic one after this event
14

, to the beginning of the third Syrian 

war. If our interpretation and chronology for the Lysimachus staters with 

or without goddess spear (without spear before the beginning of the 

Laodicean war and with spear just after his beginning, until the battle of 

Andros?)
15

 and Marinescu proposal for the chronology of the trident 

series staters from Byzantion
16

 will be accepted, it means that the 

important amount of gold Lysimachus type issues from Odessos was 

struck as a preliminary and at the beginning of the Third Syrian War, 

maybe until the Andros battle, and ceased after, as in Mesambria too. 

Anyway, we must notice that the significant volume of Lysimachus type 

gold coins struck at Odessos (the most important from all the West Pontic 

                                                 
7
 C. A. Marinescu, Making and spending money along the Bosporus: The Lysimachi 

coinages minted by Byzantium and Chalcedon and their socio-cultural context. 

Columbia University PhD diss. (New York, 1996). 
8
 E. Petac, ‘New data concerning the Hellenistic gold coin hoards from Dobroudja: a 

new chronology of Dăeni hoard, Tulcea county’ (in Romanian), BSNR, 98-103 (2004-

2009), 2009, pp. 15-18; idem, ‘From the types of Alexander to Lysimachus: the 

chronology of some Mesembrian and other West Pontic staters’, AJN
2
 23 (2011), p. 12. 

9
 E. Petac, A. Vîlcu, ‘Syrian wars and the beginnings of the Lysimachus type staters at 

Tomis’, Istros 18 (2012), pp. 51-63. 
10

 A. N. Zograph, Monety Tiry (Moscow, 1957), p. 19, p. 26 and p. 71; N. Frolova, 

‘Further to a problem of coinage of the Lysimachus type staters in Tyra’, ProcINC XII, 

1997. Akten I (Berlin, 2000), pp. 290-299; E. Petac, New data, p. 15; idem, Alexander to 

Lysimachus, pp. 11-12. 
11

 Auktionhaus H.D. Rauch Gmbh, summer Auction 2011 (19.09.2011), lot 111. 
12

 E. Petac, Alexander to Lysimachus, p. 11. 
13

 E. Petac, Alexander to Lysimachus, p. 13; E. Petac, A. Vîlcu, First Tomis Lysimachus, 

pp. 51-63; A. Vîlcu, E. Petac, ‘Political rivalry and military conflicts at Lower Danube 

during the IIIrd century BC reflected by the Gold staters of Alexander the Great type 

struck at Kallatis’, Eastern and Central European Studies, Vienna, under press. 
14

 Al. Avram, ‘Antiochos II Théos, Ptolémée II Philadelphe et la Mer Noire’, Comptes 

rendus des séances de l’année, CRAI 147 (2003), pp. 1181-1213. 
15

 E. Petac, A. Vîlcu, First Tomis Lysimachus, pp. 51-63. 
16

 C. A. Marinescu, Byzantium and Chalcedon, pp. 66-67. 
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cities); it was minted in a very short time, speaking – despite the absence 

of any epigraphically or literary evidence – about a specific interest
17

 

(possible Ptolemaic) to make important payments in gold, probably war 

payments, and a relevant involvement of the city in the events from the 

beginning of the Third Syrian war
18

. It is an expected situation for a city 

where a part of Lysimachus army was quartered (in 302-301 BC), 

together with the army of Pleistarchus, send by Cassander (12000 infantry 

and 500 cavalry soldiers) to help the king of Thrace against Antigonos
19

. 

Also, the absence of the trident series Lysimachus type staters – simple or 

ornamented – speaks about a new attitude of the city, rather non-

belligerent then an active one, maybe after the battle of Andros
20

. The 

defeat of the Ptolemaic fleet at Andros was probably considered by some 

local leaders (as Adaios
21

) an opportunity to change the side again or a 

good moment for some Greek cities (Odessos, Mesambria) to be more 

prudent toward an outright alliance with the Seleucids or the Ptolemies. 
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Plate 1. Lysimachus type staters from Odessos: 1-3 – issue 1 (O1-R1); 4 – issue 2  

(O1-R2); 5-6 – issue 3 (O1-R3) (x2)  



324                                 Emanuel Petac, Aurel Vîlcu  

 

 

  
Plate 2. Lysimachus type staters from Odessos: 7 – issue 3 (O1-R3); 8-9 – issue 4  

(O2-R4); 10 – issue 5 (O1-R5); 11-12 – issue 6  (O3-R6) (x2)  
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Plate 3. Lysimachus type staters from Odessos: 13-14 – issue 7 (O4-R7); 15 – issue 8  

(O5-R8); 16 – issue 9 (O6-R9); 17-18 – issue 10  (O7-R10) (x2)  
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Plate 4. Lysimachus type staters from Odessos: 19 – issue 11 (O8-R11);  

20-24 – issue 12 (O9-R12) (x2)  
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